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A ugsburg has 
been awarded 

a half m1lhon­
dollar grant by the 
V.'.i'.1 Keck 
Foundauon of Los 
Angeles to suppon 
the dc,·elopment of 
stansncal literacy 
as an 
mterdisciphnary 

curricuhnn in the liberal arts. This 
interd1Sciphnary project ,,,n help bridge 
the gap between formal mathemancal 
statistics and informal critical thinking, 
between expenmental studies and 
ob;ervational studies 1n the physical 
sciences, and between the social sciences 
and the huinannies. 

The goal of this project 1s to reform 
the teaching of statistics to include the use 
of obsen·anonally based statistics t.tilo 
Schield. business administranon professor, 
is the project leader and organizer of the 
proposal. 

This 1s the first nn1e the\\'.~!. Keck 
l"oundation. one of the top nanonal 
science funding foundanons. has awarded 
a grant to Augsburg College. 

john Knight, director of corporate and 
foundation relations, calls this "ground­
break111g" for the College. Guided and 
driven by Augsburg 2004, Augsburg has the 
opponunit}' to fonvard ns vision through 
this project. create a new d1sc1plme that 
infom1s and is mfom1ed b} other academic 
disc1phnes, and extend the ,·alue of this 
work to instructors across the U.S. 

Dunng the three-year project. Schield 
,,~u be responsible for \\Tiiing a stattstical 
lneracy text that 1s useful to students and 
usable by facuh}' in ,·arious disciplines 
There will also be a phase for 1rain1ng 
teachers and testing materials. Eight other 
faculty members " ill be team-teaching 
with Schield. 

Thts pro3ect will introduce new \\•ays 
of thinking about age-old problems in 
stausncal educauon and ul1ima1elv in all 

• 
of undergraduate educauon. 


