
Reading Tables 101 2007/02/02

2007RuusOLA6upweb.pdf 1

Reading tables 101
Laine Ruus <laine.ruus@utoronto.ca>
University of Toronto Data Library Service
2007/02/02
OLA Super Conference 2007
<http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/datalib/misc/ola07_stat_literacy.ppt>

Take a table, one that Statistics Canada publishes like this:

Source: STC cat no. 71-001-XIE200612

We can now make part of the table look like…

Full vs part-time employment by gender, Canada, 2005

…this (note, it’s a different date, and therefore different 
numbers from the previous slide):

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed.

And compute some percentages to make it look like…

Full vs part-time employment by gender, Canada, 2005

More males work full-time than part-time: True/False
More females work full-time than part-time: True/False
Three times as many women as men work part-time: True/False
Women are three times more likely to work part-time than men: True/False

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed.

…this:

Full vs part-time employment by gender, Canada, 2005

Of those who work full-time, 2/3 are men: True/False
Of those who work part-time, 2/3 are women: True/False
Almost twice as many women work part-time as full-time: True/False

100%

100%

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed.

…but the table behind the numbers is…

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed.
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Do you agree with this Toronto Star reporter?

Source: Toronto Star, Dec. 9, 2006

Now for a slightly more complex table:

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed

Less than 15% of males who work full time are over 55: True/False
Of males who work part time, the largest number are youth: True/False
Fewer women 25-54 work part-time than full-time: True/False

Same table – but where’s the 100% now?

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed

Twice as many young women as young men work part-time: True/False
Twice as many women as men over 65 work part-time: True/False
Women over 65 are twice as likely to work part-time as men: True/False
Most of the men who work part time are under 24 or over 65: True/False

And here’s what the table values/counts are:

Source: Labour force historical review: table cd1t15an. [computer file] 2006 ed

In this table, where’s the 100% total?
Lesson 1:

• Can compare sizes of percentages and rates 
only within the row/column in which they 
have been computed (ie add up to 100%)

• Between rows/columns, can only compare 
relative proportions or likelihoods, or 
counts.
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Source: Census of Canada, 2001: 
legal marital status, age groups, 
and sex for population
(Topic based tabulations; 
97f0004xcb2001001)

Source: Census of Canada, 2001: legal marital status, common-law status, age groups, 
sex and household living arrangements for population 15 years and over (Topic based 
tabulations; 97f0004xcb2001040)

Why are these 
two numbers so 
different?

Which one is 
correct?

Lesson 2: make sure you can identify what’s in the 
denominator as well as what’s in the numerator!

Here’s what the academic called the table

Source: Chappell, N. et al./ Aging in contemporary Canada. Toronto: Prentice 
Hall, 2003. Page 131.

And this is what the original Statistics Canada publication called 
the same table: 

Same table, different titles. Which one would you use?
Source: Women in Canada. STC cat no. 89-503, pl. 116

Employment rate and participation rate are 
not the same thing:

• participation rate = ((labour force)*100
(total population 15 and over) 

• employment rate = ((employed labour force)*100
(total population 15 and over)
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Source: Labour force historical review 1999 ed.: table tab01an.ivt.

This is the original 
table from the Labour
force historical
Review cd-rom
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Lesson 3: whenever possible, go back to the original 
data collector.


